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NOTES: Session IV instructions have been revised as follows:
Present a subject, problem, hypothesis, theory, or controversy you consider
important to plant sciences.  The essay should show relevance across the botanical
subdisciplines. The essay should be both a review and a synthesis and demonstrate
the level of scholarship, criticism, and independent thinking we require at the
doctoral level. Your topic may be a large or a small one; broad or highly
specialized; and you must communicate how the chosen topic is relevant to a
major concept. We wish to measure the ability to understand and to synthesize
information and ideas from more than one discipline of biology. Be sure to include
something about the researchers and the literature. The essay must be significantly
different from your responses to the questions of Session III.  Finally, an essay
based largely on the published work or grant proposals of faculty staff members or
scientists at other institutions is not acceptable. 
 


